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The Magic Horse is the story of two brothers, one skilled in all the practical arts, and the other,
Prince Tambal, considered by most people to be only a dreamer. Their father, the King,
announces a competition to produce "interesting and useful devices" – the entry produced by a
woodcarver appears to be a simple wooden horse – apparently of little value. Prince Tambal
discovers, however, that the horse is able to magically transport its rider to whatever place is in
his mind. In this way, Prince Tambal comes to learn a great many things, and eventually, comes
to know "his heart's desire."The Magic Horse is one of the hundreds of stories collected by
Idries Shah from sources in the Middle East and Central Asia. In the Sufi tradition there is a
continuum between the children’s story, the entertainment or folklore story, and the instructional
or instrumental story. A story can help children deal with difficult situations and give them
something to hold on to. It can, at the same time, stimulate a deeper understanding in
adults.Through the instrumental function of this rich body of oral and written material, we and our
children can now learn to develop the capacity to be more flexible and to understand many more
things about ourselves and about life.
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THE TEACHING STORY The Magic Horse is one of the hundreds of stories
collected by Idries Shah. In the Sufi tradition there is a continuum between the children’s story,
the entertainment or folklore story, and the instructional or instrumental story. A story can help
children deal with difficult situations and give them something to hold on to. It can, at the same
time, stimulate a deeper understanding in adults. Through the instrumental function of this rich
body of oral and written material, we and our children can now learn to develop the capacity to
be more flexible and to understand many more things about ourselves and about life.

Once upon a time - not so very long ago - there was a land in which the people were very
prosperous. They had made all kinds of discoveries in the growing of plants, in harvesting and
preserving fruits, in making objects for sale to other countries, and in many other practical arts.

Their ruler was unusually enlightened, and he encouraged new discoveries and activities
because he knew they would help his people.

    He had two sons, Tambal and Hoshyar. Hoshyar was expert in using strange devices.

The Clever Boy and the Terrible, Dangerous Animal



Management analyst, “Wonderful story to read with children. I read this story with a second
grader a bit concerned the vocabulary was too rich and the story would go over his head. No
way. He was riveted during all 3 short sessions we spent on it. The overall plot line is exciting and
full of colorful details. The parts where humans turn into monsters made him almost shout out in
fascination/amazement when he saw the pictures. I've read this story several times with
adolescents and it was a complete pleasure to observe the different experience of an 8 year old.
Of particular note was his sincere sadness when the carpenter got punished (unfairly) by the
king. As suggested in the reading guide provided on the publisher's website, I asked at that point
what he thought would happen to the carpenter. He practically begged me to continue the story
but had to wait for the next session.”

sir john, “i would buy from them again. I don't want to have a limit on how many words I have to
write in a review, that is one of the reasons I don't take the time to do these on amazon.com. I
have a lot to write and I don't feel like writing lengthy reviews on each of them. there for don't
expect me to write anything about your co.”

marksutherland, “Rather more than a fairy tale.. Difficult to classify, which is what makes it
remarkable. First read in 1968 from "Caravan of Dreams," a compendium of constructive
images and imaginings.  Forty-six years later, this one's for the granddaughter.”

Tomas Voth, “excellent. excellent book,beutifuly rendered and the story is for all ages. Great
xmas giftmasterfully written and it came on time and in perfect condition.doesn't get any better
than that when you buy online, meaning somewhat 'blind'”

PM, “Captivating and engaging story for kids!. “The Magic Horse”, what an engaging story! I
read this book with my kids and they were following the story with a lot of interest and were so
attracted to each page where the illustrations added so many details.We spent time on each
page absorbing the story and the illustrations.This Sufi folklore story had many details that made
us imagine being in this land and living the story with intrigue. The detailed illustrations
showcased the intricate designs of the clothes and decor. My kids loved the story and the
characters on it. They now want to build a magic horse!!”

Cynthia, “Beautiful Story. This story is a wonderful addition to your home or classroom library.
It's beautifully illustrated and tells a unique story. The adventure begins as two unique
individuals create prizes for a king. Both turn out to be magical and desirous but the true lesson
is that there is value in each person pursuing their own dreams.”

Sofia H P, “A mysterious and fantastical tale. The Magic Horse is a traditional story found in the



1001 Arabian Nights. This retelling winds its way through astonishing and unpredictable events.
The hero relies on imagination, creativity and perseverance to reach his heart's desire.”

Susan Josephs, “The Power of a "Mere Plaything". The notion that certain folk tales, "mere
playthings" might have more noble capacities is beautifully exemplified in this ancient tale.This
story appeared in a collection of tales, "A Caravan of Dreams" some 30 years ago and I am now
delighted to see it turned into a richly illustrated, children's book. The story has multiple
meanings, and can evoke deep examination, such as children's grappling with the tensions
between technology and more simple realities, academics and practical views. A school librarian
I visited in Seattle, WA, places this book in a section called "For Readers of All Ages" because
she realizes that there is a genre of picture books that has many layers and can appeal to all.
Teachers realize the great need to help children learn how to develop thinking skills and this
story allows children a situation that they can reference when trying to explain certain issues
they might not otherwise be able to verbalize. It gives them a story which acts as vehicle on
which to hang their experiences. This is a function of certain folk tales that surpasses the usual
moral endings we are more used to expecting. We are all storytellers, and use story to explain
our sitations and make the complex simple. There is a genre of tales, "The Magic Horse" being
part of this genre, that allows the reader an opportunity to experience insights into his/her own
psyche that are often hidden by more dominant patterns. The fact that this is done in an
entertaining fashion, often confuses the reader into thinking that this is just a "mere plaything."
But stories can have many levels of capacity, just as orange juice is refreshing, tasty, and
provides Vitamin C. Idries Shah spent years collecting and making available these amazing
tales, intuitively understanding this was something needed in our evolving culture. They are like
nothing else I have ever read. And this one has always been one of my very favorites. One can
learn so much about oneself and others by reflecting on this story and using it as a mirror to see
one's hidden prejudices. And, the tale itself echoes the notion that things that appear to be
"mere playthings," like magic horses, are really much more powerful than we realize. There are
children's books with messages, morals, and meaning. "The Magic Horse" is an instrument that
both entertains and helps the reader "learn how to learn." But to give the story away would be
like trying to "Send a kiss by messenger." It's a story that I will keep on reading to kids.”

Mr. K. Yunis, “Good read for all ages. I bought a series of books for my daughters that will initiate
thought and their own interpretation. i have enjoyed reading them myself also .”

The book by Idries Shah has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 16 people have provided feedback.
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